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Buying a Plane? This Trade-A-Plane ad looks like a great deal, right?!?!




















Let me decipher this for you.  “Mid-Time engine, recent top” means this sucker sat for a long time, rusted the cylinder walls and maybe had a hone run through it to make compression. Chances are the internals are rusted beyond belief. “New paint, original interior” is probably a sand-and-squirt enamel job and the owner hasn’t the money for an inexpensive seat-cover. “Newer Narco avionics” are just this side of a super-homer. “Sold with fresh annual” means this dog was mail order pencil-whipped by an old pal that hasn’t seen it in years, so don’t look too close. “A bargain….” Means this thing isn’t worth its weight in beer cans.





All too often I see airplanes that are purchased with a “fresh annual” that end up costing the new owner a small fortune just to get it up to the most basic standards of airworthiness. Right now, it is a buyer’s market for airplanes and if you are in the market for an airplane, for your own sake, get a comprehensive pre-purchase evaluation from a qualified third-party mechanic. DO NOT use the mechanic that has been signing the aircraft off. They are definitely not a “dis-interested” third party. If you are not an experienced A&P with access to the AD database, don’t even think of doing it yourself. Remember, when you hire a mechanic to do a pre-purchase evaluation, they work for you, not the seller. Get the evaluation checklist in writing. You bought it; it belongs to you. 





Ten years ago, a friend flew me out to Hillsboro, OR to oversee the pre-purchase that was being performed by a local FBO. The cost, tickets, lodging, meals and the FBO’s bill, was significant. But, we were able to get some critical ($9,500.00 worth) work done before the purchase AND still negotiated a $10,000 reduction in price. The airplane was originally priced at $65,000.00. He saved a boatload. 





If you are looking for an airplane and need a pre-purchase evaluation done, call me and I will be more than willing to help. Although our shop is too busy for me take time away for travel to Oregon, I have contacts nationwide and can find someone qualified to handle the evaluation for you. If the airplane is located in Arizona, Florida, Hawaii or the Caribbean, I’ll find the time.





 Fly Safe.





Alan Shackleton


Director of Maintenance








Member News!





FOR SALE 1975 Beechnaper  


Mid-time engine, recent top. Compressions in the high 70’s.


 New paint, original interior. Newer Narco avionics. 


Sold with fresh annual.  A bargain at $50,000.00 firm








�


After a summer of Citabria and Stearman flying, members Scott Grosjean and Malcolm Campbell went airplane-hunting and plan to be proud owners of their own Stearman within a few months. They will join other members in becoming aircraft owners, including Denny Thompson (Cessna 182), John Rolando (Arrow), Mark Oldis and Tom Kasprzyk (Archer), Jim Shires (Yankee), the Metelak family (Arrow), Kevin and Pat Brady (Stearman), Mike Campbell (RV), Mike Kenaga (Cessna 195), Jim Koukalik (Cherokee 140), Peter Santorineos (Cherokee 6), Bill Stewart (building an RV), Matt and Jana Trofimchuck (Decathlon, & building an RV), Paul Kuta (building an RV), Ron Kostus (building an RV), Bob Truty (Decathlon),Bill Nelson (Decathlon), George Lorenz (Mooney), & George Wilhelmsen (Debonaire). 





Decathlon Update 





The Decathlon is undergoing a complete restoration of both the airframe AND engine, after which we are considering putting it on the market. Do you crave flying loops and rolls? There may be an opportunity for you! We have been approached by a member as to interest in forming a partnership, or possibly a small “club” of private owners. Because of the type and length of normal flying in a Decathlon, it would be a great plane to share ownership, and if you bought our Decathlon we would help you set up the arrangement and get you checked out in your new plane.  I would be happy to talk to you about this idea; just give me a call! (Cindy @ 815-252-1031)


Christmas is Coming


We have a limited supply of certain headsets and pilot supplies at 20% off of list price!!!  


Better prices than the Internet, and if you pick it up here at Blue Sky there are 


NO SHIPPING CHARGES!!!


20% off all ASA Pilot Supplies


and 15% off all ASA Software  


Up to December 15th!!


To view their products, Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.asa2fly.com/" ��http://www.asa2fly.com/�


Call Cindy @ 815-94-0063 to 


place an order. �
�
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