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1. PURPOSE.

This advisory circular (AC) calls attention to regu-
latory requirements and recommended procedures
for aeronautical operations at airports without operat-
ing control towers. It recommends traffic patterns
and operational procedures for aircraft, lighter than
air, glider, parachute, rotorcraft, and ultralight vehicle
operations where such use is not in conflict with
existing procedures in effect at those airports.

2. CANCELLATION.

AC 90-66, Recommended Standard Traffic Patterns
for Airplane Operations at Uncontrolled Airports,
dated February 27, 1975, is cancelled.

3. PRINCIPAL CHANGES.

This AC has been updated to reflect current proce-
dures at airports without operating control towers.
Principal changes include: adding on ‘‘Other Traffic
Pattern’’ section, amending appendix charts to remain
consistent with the Airman’s Information Manual
(AIM), expanding the ‘‘Related Reading Material’’
section from ‘‘airplane’’ to ‘‘aeronautical’’ oper-
ations, adding definition and references to Common
Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF), acknowledging
straight-in approaches are not prohibited but may
be operationally advantageous, and adding a para-
graph on wake turbulence.

4. DEFINITIONS.

a. Airports Without Operating Control Towers.
Airports without control towers or an airport with
a control tower which is not operating. These
airports are commonly referred to as non-towered,
uncontrolled, or part-time towered airports.

b. Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF).
A frequency designed for the purpose of carrying
out airport advisory practices while operating to

or from an airport without an operating control
tower, The CTAF may be a UNICOM, MULTICOM,
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flight service station, or tower frequency and is
identified in appropriate aeronautical publications.

S. RELATED READING MATERIAL.

a. Airport/Facility Directory (AFD).

b. Airman’s Information Manual (AIM).

c. Fly Neighborly Guide, Helicopter Association
International.

d. Aviation USA, Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association (AOPA).

e. State aviation publications.

f. Various pilot guides.

g. Pilot Operations at Nontowered Airports, AOPA
Air Safety Foundation pamphlet.

h. Guidelines for the Operation of Ultralight
Vehicles at Existing Airports, United States Ultralight
Association.

i. Facts for Pilots, United States Parachute Associa-
tion.

J. The latest addition of the following AC’s
also contain information applicable to operations
at airports without operating control towers:

(1) AC90-23, Aircraft Wake Turbulence.

(2) AC 90-42, Traffic Advisory Practices at
Airports Without Operating Control Towers.

3) AC 9048, Pilot’s Role in Collision Avoid-
ance.
(4) AC91-32, Safety In and Around Helicopters.

%) AC 103-6, Ultralight Vehicle
Operations—Airports, Air Traffic Control, and
Weather.

(6) AC105-2, Sport Parachute Jumping.

6. BACKGROUND AND SCOPE.

a. Regulatory provisions relating to traffic patterns
are found in Parts 91, 93, and 97 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (FAR). The airport traffic





































